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be a lifestyle. I encourage you to reflect on the things God has placed in 
your heart. Don’t get distracted from the calling God has placed on your 
life. Don’t be discouraged if you haven’t been the best about your worship. 
It’s not something to condemn yourself about. Just let the Lord speak to 
you through His Word. Take time daily to spend in His Word. It is vitally 
important for you and God to have quality time together. 

V. Conclusion                                                                               	
   Lastly, don’t doubt that God cares whether or not you worship Him. 
John 4:23, 24 says, “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth” (NKJV). If this does not explain how 
much God cares about worship, I don’t know what does. He is calling us 
to a time of worship, to arise and take back what the devil has tried for so 
long to steal from God’s people. Many women today are burdened with 
unsaved loved ones, financial stress, health situations, living with an unsaved 
husband and so many other things. Take heart and be encouraged; the 
Lord loves you! Your spirit will be renewed as you spend time like Mary-at 
His feet. 

Will you choose to leave a legacy of worship or a legacy of being too busy 
serving to spend time with the Lord?

Thanksgiving 
 
T	 is for our thankfulness for many joys and 			 
	 blessings. 
H	 is for our homes so warm and bright.
A	 is for autumn, time for harvest and abundance. 
N	 is for nature’s beauty and delight. 
K	 is for the kitchens where good food is cooked 
	 with love. 
S	 for spicy fragrances in the air. 
G	 is for the gathering of family and friends. 
I	 for the inheritance we share. 
V	 is for the vision that the Pilgrims held so dear. 
I	 is for high ideals in all they planned. 
N	 is for our native country brave and great and free.
G	 for God’s great goodness to our land.
	 (http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~homespun/	
	 tpoems2.html)
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   by Diana L. Gee

After 47 years of ministry and leadership, Diana Gee continues to preach and teach 
with passion and vision.  You will not be around her long until you know she considers 
church work the greatest work on earth.  Her extensive work and travel have included 
the following: 24 years as the pastor’s wife of Full Gospel Church (now New Hope 
International), Concord, CA,  two years in the office of the World Missions Director of 
the Pentecostal Church of God in Joplin, MO and 14 years as the director of Women’s 
Ministries for the Pentecostal Church of God in Joplin, MO.  She served on the Board of 
Directors of World Relief and on the Executive Committee of the National Association 
of Evangelicals (NAE).  She also spent two-and-one-half years as pastor with her husband 
of Echoes of Calvary in Salinas, CA.

Sister Gee now resides in Brentwood, CA where she and Brother Gee are working with their son, Chip 
(Jonathan) who pastors Delta Family Bible Church.  She is the mother of three grown children and grandmother 
to nine gorgeous grandchildren.

Through her years of extensive ministry, travel and leadership, along with her childhood experiences and 
two bouts with cancer, she is moved with compassion for others. She is delighted to serve and encourage the 
church as she shares the riches of God’s Word.
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Luke 1:26-35

   I. A Life-Changing Message
  II. Mary’s Knowledge of God’s   	
     Word
III. Mary and Elizabeth Teach 	
     Us To Be Grateful
 IV. The Peace of Christmas

“The Magnificat” (“My Soul 
Does Magnify the Lord”)

 I. A Life-Changing Message                                                
Mary’s life was changed in a moment of time. Her plans and dreams 

for a quiet and peaceful existence in Nazareth with Joseph, her soon-
to-be husband, were suddenly and severely altered by a heavenly 
visitor, sent from God Himself, with a message that left her reeling in 
shock! The scriptural account of that particular day says: “And having 
come in, the angel said to her, Rejoice, highly favored one . . .” (Luke 
1:28, NKJV). Her head must have been spinning as she listened to his 
words. She was to become the mother of our Lord, and the world as 
she had known it was forever changed. 

Mary asked only one question of  this unusual messenger, an angel 
on assignment. I would have had many. Such as,“WHAT did you 
say? Would you mind repeating that?”  Or, “Are you SURE you have 
come to the right handmaiden?” After all, no one had ever heard of 
a baby being conceived apart from the joining of man and woman in 
intimate relationship. And now she is told: “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, 
also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God” 
(Luke 1:35, NKJV).   

Her humble response was simple but obviously without hesitation. She 
boldly declared, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me 
according to your word” (Luke 1:38, NKJV). She referred to herself as 
a maidservant (which is the same as a bond servant), which ultimately 
means slave. She was no longer her own. She was to do the will of her 
Heavenly Father. In the New Testament a slave was destined to perform 
his or her master’s will without question or delay. What a legacy she 
left for you and me! Her response that day would be an inspiration for 
generations to come. 

 It is amazing how quickly change can come to one’s life and family. In 
March of 2001 I was diagnosed with third-stage ovarian cancer, and my 
world was turned upside down. That dreaded “C” word had invaded 
our very existence with a vengeance. As I committed the situation to 
the Lord, I prayed, “Lord, however You want to manifest Yourself to 
me through this illness, I’m ready to receive from You.”  The many 
cards of encouragement, the acts of kindness, the  prayers that went up 
for me around the world, and the visits from near and far were strength 
to me and my family. The surgery, chemo, loss of hair, and weakness I 
experienced were difficult, and it was a one-day-at-a-time walk through 
the valley with the Lord. But knowing my loving Heavenly Father was 

Mary:  A Legacy of Divine Favor
   by Diana L. Gee
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   by Diana L. Gee

working His will and His plan in my life helped me to accept this radical 
change.   

Perhaps a phone call, an e-mail, an appointment or a knock on the 
door has changed the course of your life too. For me, it was an annual 
internal exam by a nurse practitioner.   Her devastating words to me 
were, “Oh, there are masses.” She might have sounded calm, but those 
words hit like a bombshell inside my mind! These life-changing events 
can be overwhelming unless our faith in God and His ways is solid and 
unshakeable, knowing that His ways are higher than our ways, and He 
is not surprised by any of these things. We can learn from Mary as she 
humbly accepted the news and consented to God’s will in her life.            
 
II. Mary’s Knowledge of God’s Word 

No doubt Mary was able to accept Gabriel’s awesome announcement 
because she had a knowledge of God’s Word. The Magnificat (Luke 
1:46-55) reveals the depth of her worship and her insight into God’s 
plan to send a Savior to redeem the world. Hear her words: “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior” (verses 
46, 47, NKJV)  The soul refers to one’s mind and emotions. The spirit 
speaks of that which will live forever. Therefore, her spirit, the deepest 
part of her, was rejoicing in God. Emotionally she may not have felt 
like worshiping--this shocking new set of circumstances might have 
left her with a bit of unspoken apprehension, which would have been 
perfectly normal. But she made a choice to worship, believing that the 
circumstances were a matter for God Himself to handle. Mary modeled 
the attitude by which all of us should live. If we ride the tide of up and 
down emotions, we will be weak and floundering when the big waves 
of change and unwelcome news hit us full in the face.  

Mary’s worship was so deep as to be almost unspeakable--beyond 
the reach of human expression. Her praise embodied many quotations 
from the Old Testament. The many Scriptures quoted in her Magnificat 
show that she was familiar with the books of Moses, the Psalms and the 
prophetic books. Because she knew what God had done for her people 
in the past, she had a deep reverence for God in her heart.

 
III. Mary and Elizabeth Teach Us To Be Grateful 

Mary needed someone with whom to share her good news that would 
listen and understand without being judgmental.  Who better than 
Elizabeth, for she too was carrying at that moment a miracle baby! God 
had set the plan up perfectly, so that Mary would not be alone in this 
time when she needed an understanding friend and counselor. If He 
could revive and re-energize and turn back the years of Elizabeth’s 
womb to give her a son in old age, she could certainly believe God could 
miraculously impregnate a maiden! And together, these two rejoiced, 
each rejoicing for the other with such hilarity that for days and days it 
continued. Elizabeth had greeted Mary with a loud salutation: “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” (Luke 
1:42, NJKV). No jealously on Elizabeth’s part that her own miracle 
was being overshadowed by Mary’s appointment to carry the Savior of 
the world. No rivalry here between cousins who both loved the Lord 
so much that when they tried to talk, the only thing that would come 
out of their mouths was praise for the Almighty God! What a lesson for 
us!    
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1. Can you think of a time in 
your life when you experienced 
an unexpected change?  Share 
with your group how it affected 
your life. 
2. Why do you think God chose 
to use Mary’s life in this way? 
3. Share a tradition that you and 
your family enjoy during the 
Christmas season.  

Macedonia
Bolay, Edward & Gayla

Mirce Acev 46
1300 Kumanovo

Macedonia (FYROM)
edbolay@yahoo.com

 
IV. The Peace of Christmas 

Oh, how I thank God for the good news of great joy that unto me 
and unto you is born a Savior. We have peace because of what He has 
done in coming to earth to live and die for us. Like Mary, I can handle 
the changes that cross my life as I embrace His Word. Mary had no idea 
of “the rest of the story.” She only knew she was to birth the Savior. She 
didn’t know she would bring Him to life in a stable. She didn’t know 
how the world would receive this unusual child, nor the terrible things 
He would experience, nor the “sword that would pierce her own soul” 
as well. Mercifully, God only allows us knowledge of the moment. We 
may not be able to carry the whole load at once, but we can carry a 
moment at a time. His grace will always be sufficient. 

We, like Mary, have received a legacy of favor because of what her 
Son, Jesus, did for us at the Cross. At this beautiful Christmas season, 
give Him your all.  Learn from Mary that it is best not to question, 
but to trust, not to fear, but to believe that God will never give you 
an assignment to carry out alone. What He plans for, He provides for, 
and we can count on that! Let the joy of the season fill your spirit as 
you lift your heart and praise to the same God that Mary exalted in her 
worship.   

The Prayer of Mary 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden, 
For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 			 
and holy is His name. And His mercy is on those 				  
who fear Him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with His arm: 
He has scattered the proud in the              					   
imagination of their hearts. 
He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
and exalted those of low degree. 
He has filled the hungry with good things; 
and the rich He has sent empty away. 
He has helped His servant Israel, 						    
in remembrance of His mercy; 
As He spoke to our fathers, 							     
to Abraham and to His 							     
posterity forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the 						    
Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, 							     
is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen                
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Fragile Soul  Increase your church’s sensitivity to the 
plight of abused women. This Ministry Packet is a rec-
ommended starting point for those who want to educate 
churchgoers about abuse, host a weekly prayer group 
or launch a ministry program for victims of domestic vio-
lence.    735050  $6.95 Each

Snuff Out Cancer  Tell cancer patients “we care” with 
a friendship-driven prayer outreach designed for them 
and their loved ones. This Ministry Packet helps you 
launch a Snuff Out Cancer prayer group, invite the pub-
lic to your meetings and give useful materials to patients 
and their families.    735035  $5.95 Each

Style  It is imperative that the church be intentional 
about ministry to and by young women, ages 18-30. We 
must successfully assimilate them into the adult com-
munity of the church. Begin now, with Style, the Ministry 
Packet for young adult women.
735070  $7.95 Each

Touch with Hope  Extend a hand to single moms. This 
Ministry Packet provides a mentor/mentoree covenant 
and gives guidelines for establishing an outreach to sin-
gle moms that identifies their practical, emotional and 
spiritual needs. 735023  $4.95 Each

Quiet Place  Create a precious place where families 
affected by Alzheimer’s can enjoy time alone with God. 
This Ministry Packet helps your church connect with 
Alzheimer’s caregivers while also educating concerned 
friends and family. Interactive DVD included.
735040  $10.95 Each

Solace  Scripture urges the church to care for the wid-
ows in their congregations and develop a ministry spe-
cifically for them. This Ministry Packet gives helps for 
encouraging widows and assists them in finding places 
of ministry in the local congregation.
735065  $10.95 Each

Small Groups Can Make A Big Difference!

Order your small group materials by calling 
417. 624. 7050, ext. 371, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CDT, M-F
Pentecostal Church of God Women’s Ministries, P.O. Box 850, Joplin, MO 64802-0850

empowering young women
embracing new generations
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